EPISODE 4
UNTHINKING BODIES

What is medical anthropology?
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WHY ARE 12 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS SUDDEMLY SICK? MEDICAL MYSTERY: STUDENTS WITH SEVERE SYMPTOM
SEEE s ]

m
BENEFITS OF EMPATHY

. SURVIVAL MASS HYSTERIA / PHOGENIC
. CONNECTS YOU TO OTHERS DISORDERS (LE ROY)

« LOWER STRESS Specialists who have taken an interest in this phenomenon say

that it is a type of “psychogenic illness” — that is, a condition that

« WORKS AGAINST BURN-OUT begins in the mind, rather than in the body. Physiological
« GUIDES OUR MORAL COMPASS symptoms, however, are often not illusory but very much real.
« BENEFITS EVERYONE

Mass hysteria is also described as a “conversion disorder,” in
MOVIE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ANDREW which a person has physiological symptoms affecting the nervous

AND SHUTING: system in the absence of a physical cause of illness, and which
. Agnes Varda's

leo from 5 to 7 (1962)

e« The R 17 by J Rothwell
e QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

« Work out a concise definition of the ‘body politic.’

may appear in reaction to psychological distress.

+ How does society, in your view, ‘reproduce and socialize the
kinds of bodies it needs” (p. 25)?

« Can you think of examples of ways in which biomedicine

PLAYLIST:

MY BODY IS A CAGE

R R serves the interests of the state’ (p. 28)?

SOMEBODY'S DAUGHTER « Think about how the body politic intersects the response to the
BY TENILLE TOWNES mysterious illness in LeRoy.

« Think about the term “normal”? How does this term operate

and reflect moral and political commitments?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTZQ2IB_x7c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTZQ2IB_x7c
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02PAWdxWhE6bMHsUib5cMpdT5eZ1A%3A1614182114902&source=hp&ei=4nY2YN_PM9el5NoPwb6FqA8&iflsig=AINFCbYAAAAAYDaE8q-Z1OWA6zB_cTFUw63oE8UP128w&q=somebodys+daughter&oq=somebodys+daughter&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBwgAEIcCEBQyBAguEAoyBAgAEAoyBAguEAoyBAgAEAoyBAgAEAoyBAgAEAoyBAguEAoyBAgAEAoyBAgAEAo6BwgjEOoCECc6DQguEMcBEKMCEOoCECc6BAgjECc6CwguELEDEMcBEKMCOggILhCxAxCDAToICAAQsQMQgwE6AggAOgQILhAnOgoIABCxAxCDARBDOg0ILhCxAxDHARCjAhBDOgQILhBDOgcIABCxAxBDOgcILhCHAhAUOgcILhCxAxBDOggILhDHARCjAjoFCC4QsQM6CggAEIcCELEDEBQ6AgguOgUILhCRAjoFCAAQkQI6BAgAEEM6BQgAELEDUNwSWJgiYI0jaAFwAHgAgAGdAYgBvg2SAQQxMi42mAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdperABCg&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=0ahUKEwjfyLv88ILvAhXXElkFHUFfAfUQ4dUDCAw&uact=5

How Trauma Impacts Four Different Types of Memory

EXPLICIT MEMORY IMPLICIT MEMORY
SEMANTIC MEMORY EFIS0ODIC MEMORY EMOTIONAL MEMODRY PROCEDURAL MEMORY
What It |z What It s What it Iz What it |2
The memory of general knowledge and The autoblographical memory of an event  The memory of the emations you felt The memary of how to perform a
Facts. or eaperience - intluding the who, what during an experience. cormmon task without actively thinking
and where.
Example Example Exarmiphe Example
¥ou remembaer what a bicyche is You remember who was there and what When a wave of shame or anxiety grabs Yo can ride a bicycle automaticalby, with-
strged youl were on when you fell off vole  wou the next Teme yoi S8 your Bicye O Naving to siop and recall how ic's
bicyele in front of a crowd. after the big fall done.
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How Trauma Can Affect it How Trauma Can Affect It Howw Trawma Can Affect it How Trawma Can Affect It
Trauma can prevent infarmation {like Trauma can shutdown episodic memory  After Irsurma, a person may get triggersd  Trawma can change patterns of
words, images, sounds, ete.) from differ- and fragment the sequence of ewents and experience painful emotions, often procedural memary, For example, a
ent parts of the brain from combining to Without confexst PErSOn Might (Bnse up and unconscipushy
make 3 Semantic memory. aleer their posture, which could lead o
pain or even numbness.,
Related Brain Area Eelated Brain Area Related Brain Area Related Brain Area
The temparal kabe and inferior parietal Thee hippocampus |5 responsibe for The armygdala plays a key role in The striatum Is assoclated with producing
cortex collect infarmatian from different creating and recalling episodic memary. SUppoing memory for emotionally procedural memary and creating new
Bifain areas i Create Semantic memany. charged experiences. hahits.
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Temporal lobe Inferice parietsl lobe Hipporampus Amygdala Sariamsm

Scheper-Hughes & Lock:

The body as simultaneously a physical and symbolic artifact, naturally and culturally produced, anchored
in a particular historical momentFour bodies individual body, social body, and body politic, the mindful
body separate but overlapping units of analysis different theoretical approaches phenomenology,

structuralism and symbolism,post-structuralism (practice theory structure agency)
The Individual Body --lived experience of the body-self, body,mind, matter, psyche, soul

The Social Body-representational uses of the body as a natural symbol with which to think about nature,

society, culture

The Body Politic-regulation, surveillance, control of bodies(individual collective) in reproduction

sexuality, in work leisure, in sickness other forms of deviance

The Mindful Body-the most immediate, the proximate terrain where-social truths and social contradictions
are played outa locus of personal and social , and struggle emotions form the mediatrix between the

individual, social and political body, unified through the concept of the 'mindful body.

I have included in WEEK 5's folder to of We have a new member to
my pieces which I reference, "Crisis of our community, CA-

Size” and "Beauty weighs in Argentina” Ashley Jackson
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